
Fall 1999 Traffic Count Summary for HOV Lanes 

�High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV), in Maryland, is defined as a motor vehicle carrying 
two or more passengers. 

�Throughput: the number of people carried per lane per hour 

�The State of Maryland has one highway which carries an HOV lane, located on 
I-270 travelling in both northbound and southbound directions. 

�Peak Period Hours, in the morning commute, are from 6:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m.; 
and from 3:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. in the evening commute. 

�The average HOV person throughput was greater than the average person throughput 
of the non-HOV lanes. 

�In addition to greater person throughput, the HOV lanes accomplished this feat by 
using over 12,000 less vehicles. 
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